[Therapy of chronic hepatitis (author's transl)].
The favorable effect of glucocorticoids on the development of the chronic active hepatitis is statistically proved on the basis of the amelioration of the survival rate in controlled studies. The so-called lupoid hepatitis is significantly better influenced than the HBs-Ag positive chronic hepatitis. By additional therapy with azathioprine it is possible to reduce the dose of glucocorticoids. Therefore it is better to combine glucocorticoids and azathioprine in some cases, especially in those with a high dosed glucocorticoid therapy. Further prospective studies are necessary to check more precisely the therapeutic effect of the different remedies. The effect of D-penicillamine is vague. A treatment with chloroquine is indicated in cases with contraindications again glucocorticoids and azathioprine.